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T E X A S P A R K S & W I L D L I F E ✯ 4 9 

ANIMALS (INCLUDING YOU!) DEPEND ON WATER to survive. Deer 
and raccoons, as well as many other animals, drink from streams 
and ponds. Some animals, like beavers and herons, find the food 
they need to eat in the water. Desert animals have little water on the 
ground, so their bodies have adapted to getting their water from 
the food they eat. Some animals, like fish, need water to breathe or 
to breed and raise babies. All you have to do is turn on the faucet to 
get a drink of water. Do you think there is plenty of clean water for 
all who need it? In some places there is, but in other places, the lack 
of clean water has become dangerous for the animals. 

>>WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE? 

EVERY DROP
COUNTS 

Leopard frog 

Wildlife needs water, 
too, so don’t waste it! 
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TThhee wwaatteerr wwee uussee ttooddaayy iiss tthhee ssaamme
wwaatteerr tthhee ddiinnoossaauurrss uusseedd.. TThheerree iiss ssttiillll
tthhee eexxaacctt ssaammee aammoouunntt ooff wwaatteerr oonn

eeaarrtthh aass tthheerree wwaass bbaacckk tthheenn..

• A l l o f 
t h e w a t e r t h a t 
w e c o n s u m e g e t s 

r e t u r n e d t o t h e E a r t h 
a n d r e j o i n s t h e w a t e r c y c l e . 

• P e o p l e c a n l i v e s e v e r a l w e e k s 
w i t h o u t f o o d , b u t o n l y a f e w d a y s 

w i t h o u t w a t e r. 

• W i t h o u t w a t e r, t h e E a r t h w o u l d l o o k 
l i k e t h e m o o n . 

• Wa t e r m a k e s u p 8 3 p e r c e n t o f o u r 
b l o o d , 7 0 p e r c e n t o f o u r b r a i n , a n d 

9 0 p e r c e n t o f o u r l u n g s . 
O v e r a l l , o u r b o d i e s a r e 7 0 

p e r c e n t w a t e r. 

>> HOW ANIMALS USE WATER 

A F I S H 

S P E N D S i t s e n t i r e 

l i f e i n wa t e r. I t e v e n 

b r e a t h e s u s i n g g i l l s , w h i c h 

g e t ox y g e n f r o m t h e wa t e r. 
F i s h l a y e g g s i n t h e w a t e r, a n d 

ra i s e t h e i r b a b i e s t h e r e . A l l 
t h e f o o d t h ey e a t i s i n t h e 

wa t e r, t o o. 

A MPHIBIANS LIKE FROGS 

l ive on bot h l and and water. 
T hey lay eggs in the water, 
then the ta dpoles that hatch 

from the eggs l i ve in the 

wa t e r u n t i l t h e y b e c o m e 

frogs. Fro gs also use water 
to stay cool, a nd will eat 
i nsects and tiny anima l s they 

fin d in or near the wate r. 

S I N C E A L L I G AT O R S 

a r e r e p t i l e s , t h e y l i v e 

o n t h e l a n d , b u t t h e y 

l i k e t o l i v e n e a r t h e 

w a t e r. O n e w a y t h e y 

c a t c h f o o d i s b y 

h i d i n g u n d e r t h e 

w a t e r. T h e y c a n h o l d 

t h e i r b r e a t h f o r m o r e 

t h a n 3 0 m i n u t e s ! 

B E AV E R S U S E WAT E R f o r 
m a n y re a s o n s b e s i d e s d r i n k 

i n g . T h e y c o n s t r u c t d a m s t o 

m a ke p o n d s . T h e y s l a p t h e 

wa t e r w i t h t h e i r f l a t t a i l t o 

wa r n o t h e r b e a ve r s o f d a n g e r. 
T h e y e n j o y e a t i n g t h e wa t e r 
l i l i e s t h a t g ro w i n t h e w a t e r. 
T h e e n t ra n c e s t o t h e i r h o m e , 
c a l l e d a l o d g e , a r e u n d e r wa 

t e r fo r s a fe t y. 
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AAnn aappppllee,, aa ppiinneeaappppllee,
aanndd aann eeaarr ooff ccoorrnn aarree
eeaacchh 8800 ppeerrcceenntt wwaatteerr.
AA ddoogg iiss 7700 ppeerrcceennt

wwaatteerr aanndd aa ffrroogg iiss 7788
ppeerrcceenntt wwaatteerr..
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• Tu r n o f f w a t e r w h i l e b r u s h i n g 

t e e t h — s a v e 3 g a l l o n s a d a y. 

• C u t 1 0 m i n u t e s o f f y o u r 

s h o w e r — s a v e 3 0 g a l l o n s a d a y 

• Tu r n o f f a d r i p p i n g f a u c e t — 

s a v e 2 5 g a l l o n s a d a y 

• R u n o n l y f u l l l o a d s i n w a s h e r 

a n d d i s h w a s h e r — s a v e 3 0 

g a l l o n s a d a y 

T O TA L = 2 0 0 G A L L O N S ! 

• S h o w e r = 3 g a l l o n s p e r m i n u t e 

• B r u s h t e e t h = ½ g a l l o n 

• Wa s h h a n d s = 1 g a l l o n 

• B a t h = 2 0 g a l l o n s 

• F l u s h t o i l e t = 5 g a l l o n s 

• Wa s h d i s h e s = 5 g a l l o n s 

• Wa s h i n g c l o t h e s = 3 5 g a l l o n s 

• Wa t e r h o s e = 1 0 g a l l o n s p e r m i n u t e 

• O n e s m a l l d r i p = 2 5 g a l l o n s p e r d a y 

• D r i n k i n g = 2 ½ q u a r t s 

S O M E P E O P L E s a y t h a t 
ra c c o o n s wa s h t h e i r f o o d 

b e f o r e t h e y e a t i t , b u t p r o b a b l y 

t h e y a r e j u s t p l a y i n g w i t h i t i n 

t h e wa t e r. T h e i r d i e t c o n s i s t s o f 
m a n y d i ff e re n t fo o d s , b u t t h e y 

w i l l e a t f i s h a n d s h e l l f i s h . L i ke 

m a n y m a m m a l s , t h e y n e e d l o t s 
o f c l e a n wa t e r t o d r i n k t o 

s t a y h e a l t h y. 

FISH 

RACCOO
N
S 

>> FUN WATER FACTS 

5 0 ✯ J U L Y 2 0 0 9 T E X A S P A R K S & W I L D L I F E ✯ 5 1 

AA wwaatteerrmmeelloonn iiss aabboouutt
9922 ppeerrcceenntt wwaatteerr.. A
ttoommaattoo iiss aabboouutt 9955

ppeerrcceenntt wwaatteerr..
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Spike’sSpike’SS spike’spike’s ActivityActivitAA yctivityctivity Page
PagPP eageage   
>> KEEPING IT WILD 

THERE’S  NO  BETTER  TIME than  the 
middle of summer to enjoy water outside 
with  your  friends.  Here  are  a  couple  of 
sponge  games  that  are  cool,  wet  fun  but 
don’t waste a lot of water. All you need is a 
few small plastic buckets of water and an 
inexpensive  pack  of  sponges.  Have  a 
sponge  war  by  throwing  wet  sponges  at 
each  other  like  snowballs.  Have  a  cool 
sponge  race  by  soaking  a  sponge  at  one 
end, then squeezing it into an empty buck­
et at the other end. The winning player (or 
team)  has  the  most  water  in  the  second 
bucket when time runs out. 

>> WILD SCIENCE NEXT MONTH: 
Sssssssssnakesssss! 

THERE ARE LOTS of cool sci­
ence  activities  that  involve 
water.  Perhaps  you’d  like  to 
use  water  to  try  to  make 
raisins  dance.  Fill  a  clear 
drinking glass with  club  soda 
(water with bubbles). Drop in 
a half a raisin and watch to see 
what  happens. Why  does  the 
raisin rise and fall? (Hint: It’s 
all  about  the  bubbles!)  Try 
this  with  other  items,  like 
paper  clips,  small  dry  pasta, 
beans or buttons. 

>> WILD MATH 

SET A MEASURING CUP 
under a dripping faucet. 
Using a stopwatch or clock, 
see how long it takes to fill 
up the cup. How many cups 
would the drip fill in an hour 
or a day (24 hours)? A TEACHER RESOURCE 

week? A month? A year?   VViissiitt wwwwww..ttppwwmmaaggaazziinnee..ccoomm ttoo ddoowwnnllooaadd
aa pprriinnttaabbllee PPDDFF,, aacccceessss lleessssoonn ppllaannss,, ffiinndd
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aaddddiittiioonnaall rreessoouurrcceess oorr oorrddeerr ccooppiieess..       
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